Why develop a new Act?
The following is a summary of issues that have been identified by various stakeholder groups over the past few years that require the attention of Alberta Environmental Protection. Lack of clarity regarding the intent/purpose of the various classes of sites ( Lack of legislation for some protected areas (e.g., there are no regulations regarding permissible activities within Natural Areas).
The Alberta Government has identified four goals for the Province's recreation and protected areas program. The new Act will help achieve these goals. The program goals are:
Preservation -to preserve and protect in perpetuity a system of representative, special and outstanding natural landscapes and features as well as landscape-related prehistoric, historical and cultural resources in Alberta.
Heritage Appreciation -to provide opportunities to explore, understand and appreciate the natural and historical heritage of Alberta, and enhance public awareness of our natural environment, and our relationship to and dependence on it.
Outdoor Recreation -to provide a variety of intensive and non-consumptive outdoor recreation opportunities and related facilities and services. What guidelines are being used to develop the Natural Heritage Act?
The following guidelines will provide a framework for developing the new Natural Heritage Act:
The three existing Acts -the Provincial Parks Act , the Wilderness Areas, Ecological Reserves and Natural Areas Act , and the Willmore Wilderness Park Act -should be consolidated into a single piece of legislation, the proposed Natural Heritage Act.
The intent of the new Act and the rationale for Alberta's network of recreation and protected areas should be clearly set out in the Act.
The Act should establish a coherent classification system that provides a spectrum of 'degrees of protection'.
The Act should explicitly define each class, stating the purpose of setting aside a particular class, and the specific prohibitions necessary to achieve that purpose. This should provide a 
